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told and Franz Joseph who, were declaring it unacceptable.
He telegraphed from Corfu to Bethmann on April 5:
It is absolutely necessary that the people in Vienna should
face the possibility [of union of Serbia and Montenegro]
seriously, and be clear in their minds whether under all
circumstances they would stand by the position taken by
the Emperor and Count Berchtold, or whether they adopt
Tisza's view. The first would only be possible in case they
were absolutely firmly determined to prevent the planned
union by force of arms. In any case Austria must not put
her prestige at stake, and publicly declare unacceptable
things which she will ultimately be willing to permit. If
they will agree to the sensible views of Tisza, Austrian
policy will without further ado be able to adapt itself to
the changed conditions in the direction which we have been
preaching for years. There must be found a modus vivendi
with the Dual Monarchy which will be attractive to
Serbia.28
While the German Kaiser had hitherto generally in-
clined to protect Serbia from dangerously excessive demands
by Austria and hoped for a peaceful settlement of their
difficulties,29 now, after the murder of one of his best
friends, whom he had just been visiting, by assassins who
had admittedly come from Belgrade, his indignation against
the Serbians was thoroughly roused. His marginal notes
excoriate them as "murderers," "regicides," and "bandits."
He sincerely felt that the monarchical principle was in dan-
ger; that the spirit which led them to murder their own
king and queen in 1903 still dominated the country; that
realize that in the long run Serbia and Montenegro will come together
anyway, just as Tisza said;" G.P., XXXVIII, 352.
28Q.P., XXXVIII, 337 f.
29 Tisza in his letter of July 1 to Francis Joseph had spoken of "the
Kaiser's preference for Serbia" (A.R.B., I, 2). Bethmann wrote to the
German Charge d'Affaires at Bucharest, July 6: "The Kaiser, as King
Carol is aware, has always intervened at Vienna in favor of an under-
standing with Serbia" (KD,, 16).